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could of the old materials for rebuilding. ThS reason given for this change was as follows. It appears that for some time there had been a great deal of sickness in the village and many deaths, so it was decided by the Brahmins that a curse rested upon the place. On looking round for the probable cause of this, from certain signs it was discovered, or pretended to have been discovered, that there must formerly have been a temple near the village tank and, as there was no vestige of the temple left, it was concluded that it must have been destroyed. For this or some other reason, the anger of the temple god had been aroused and he had cursed the village, hence the number of deaths. The consternation this decision would cause amongst these poor superstitious people can be easily imagined. They do not seem to have questioned the decision, but simply decided that it was the will of the god that they should remove. Accordingly, for a pecuniary consideration, the Brahmins pointed out a new site, and the simple folks began at once to remove their dwellings. At the time of my visit most of the houses had been completely dismantled, and nothing was left of them but the substantial mud walls which presented the appearance of a sad, but by no means picturesque ruin. A few of the old inhabitants, among whom were the barber and the potter, still lingered on, probably because they could not meet the expense of removing. The site upon which the old village- was built was in every respect superior, from sanitary and other points of view, to the low and ill-drained place to which the removal had been made; but no logic of facts can overcome the superstitious fears of these simple people. Probably the real cause of the un-healthiness of the place might have been found in some of the back-yards or other surroundings. Dame Nature had been outraged by a systematic neglect of the attention due to her fair..daughter Hygeia,